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:\Ir a;m in Ihis paper is a "err mooesl one. l wanl 10 di •• 
cuss Ihe doclrine Ihal e.<; slente is nOI a predicale. ;n ron · 
lleo;tion ... ilh 1"'0 parlicular c1asses 01 uuerante!. The dis-­
russ ion ol bolh l)"pe! 01 tase ... il1 seem al lirsl 10 harmon;S(! 
... ell enongh wi lh lhis doctrine. Bul al lhe end l ¡hall lry. 
cenainl)" nol lo confute lhe dOClrine. bullO UllseU[" il jU'1 
a lillle, 10 .ho ... lhal il mu Sl be laken in a slightl)" les.! 
simple way lhan .,.·e mighl be incJined lo 8UPPO"' , 

l begin by ronsidering spoken or wriuen "Uerance! 01 
senlen",,! conlaining lhe singular nomes 01 lictional Or m)"· 
Ihical charaelers as Ihese ~ur in lhe aClual ldling -:J I lhe 
Slor)" or rfi"Ounling 01 Ihe myth. In approaching lhe diseus· 
. ion 01 lhese, J 5hal1 make a eerlain assumplion regarding 
a differenl d a .. 01 uUerance!. namel)" lhose in which 
del;n;le idenli!ying rderente i. made lo actual hi.lorical 
indi,·idun[s. I ¡hall lake il as unden;lood Ihal Ihe existen"" 
01 Ihe indi"idual¡ referred to in . ueh ullerances i. pre. up-
1>ore<I, Tather thAn implicitly asserled. in Ihe making 01 
meh ulIerances. 

E,·idenlly. when {ictional or myth ical name. are "sed in 
Ihe kind. 01 unerante I mentioned - i.c. in the lelling 01 
lhe story, the r«ounting 01 the my!h- one is nOI, in SO 
using them, maki ng ¡ucees$Íul identilying rderencea lo hi s· 
toriea! I,arliculars. lo actual men or goos. Vel lhe predicale. 
allache.:l to suth names may be, it oeo.:<m. 01 jusI !he .... me 
general son. as are allached 10 Ih" dn ignationa 01 men in 
true-or.false . talemenlS in which meo are identifyingly 
rderred lo . TI"'re "'as a lime ... hen SOrne ph ilosopherl feh 
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lhe nee<l 10 produce analy_ of senlences conl~"""g . ut h 
Iicti.mal or mylhical names, analyses wh ieh would, Ior 
eump!e, ha"e Ihe chnraeler 01 straiglol forwanlly lruc..,r· 
false reporu of whal was lo he foun'¡ in cerlaí" 000l:~. 
Aparl from such ob,'iou. Slumbling·bloxks as Ihc fllel Ihal 
lhis form of ana ly.i. could scarcdy he appE"d 10 Iho"" 
senlences in whieh Ihe fitlional namf!ll m,de Iheir fir.1 
apl"'uance, We may wel! now feel lhal any 5uth prugra m. 
me oI ana!y,i. was unreali , lic. El'en more un",ali Ol i" wouhl 
be any aecounl of such scnlen",," whielo repre5cnled Ihem 
as a(( falre 0.1 Ihe ground lhal Ihey impli~ .. l false exiSlence· 
claims. Or whiel> denied lhem a trulh·nlue on Ihe groum! 
of referenee·failure on Ihe par! 01 the . ingular krm,. (We 
.nay üuJeed den y the", ---o, 80me of Ihem- a truth.val u~ ; 

bUI 1101 oll/h;' ground.) 
What rnal:es s ny Ihorough·going account of any of thC$e 

kinds se..m un reali sl i" is Ihe recognition Ihl, in lhe eaoe 01 
senlences containing suth names. We IYl'i cally ha"e u;;es of 
lallguage whieh a..., quite 6i mply dillerenl from lhore uses 
i",'ol"ed in the impo,tanl business of stating, o. If)'ing lo 
. tate, empi,ieal facl8, Thcy are Ihcm;;eh"cs many and nrinu •• 
these diHerent use!; bul "'e can say thal mato}' of Ihem 
clusler round Ihe central notion of IcUing, or re-te1!ing, a 
story. The linguist ic form! of the.se use. of language are 
taken o"er. complete. Irom the faet.staling use,; , an.! the 
I¡"gui.lic jund;onJ of the fact .. lating U"". are, as it "'Cre. 
reproduced. sto'y·wi"", ",ithin the ~lory,lelling uses_ One 
of the funetiDns the..., reproduced i. that of identifying refer_ 
enee, often, though nO! Dnly, perforrned by ll'e use 01 na mes ; 
only. of cour&e, the ...,ferencc '" ID character. in the story, 
not to l'eople in Ihc wDrld, \vh"re yDU ha"e idcntifying 
rcference, )'OU ha,'c also. presuppo. ition. of ex istencc, only, 
01 couno<:, Ihe presuppositions of existence are, like e"e,y­
thing el"., in Ihi. realm of diseou rse. governeJ by Ihe \I"S' 
po!.:en ruLrtc -'in ¡he slorr', Of course, 1 am here SlI}' ing 
nothillg new, bul simply sKelch;n! a general, nnd a .pecial. 
...,m;nder, In general, il ;5 undesirable to treat !Cntences 
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t.eIOllllin5 10 ""e ..... y or .. ~in, IIng". lIe .~ ir the)' embodied 
.tteml~' -.luem l"" ",hich oIn1i,hlrorwardly f.il Or lor· 
tuou.l)' ;"a:eed- 10 U>f: il in 'nOlM,. In ~pttial. lhe,e i, 
"" .el~n 10 .kny Ih31 ¡lor)" lelling u.te! of lansuIII" may 
ha, ,, rhei, o,.'" sl)'le of idcnlilyinll rclete"ce. rhat liclional 
nome! "1" )' ~ iml,ly be uit':tl lo refer. Ilo.)'·",i",,_ Iu lietio".1 
charaelCrI. 

lIuw .. ,er. whcn wc ~ny '0.", Quijote i. a ficl ional ~ha r. 

acler". "'e <:Iearly a,e,'"! u¡inl!: ' I)on Quijolc', JIOr,',,~i~, lo 
~I~, 10 I ticriona l "harader. TI,al I)on Quijure i3 a characlu 
in I fi lOty il nOl 1'311 01 Ihe ~ory or IJ.oIl Quijote. Nor i$ 
il .,.11 of Ilre lel':"nd 01 Ki"ll Ar1hur Ih", Killll A"hur iJ u 
Iq;endary kili,. In gel"".al. "'e ha"e here.!el or """urren<:e 
of l ueh nlmel whieh do 1101 K'Cm IIr. i,h'lo ...... atdl)' amen.hle 
lo ti", Irealmenl I ha,'., jU, 1 ¡;ugge!led. I.o,;icinm, ,,"ilh Ihei. 
chnracleri!lie p.rsimoniou<l1cu of cumples. ha,·c generan)' 
l'icke;1 from Ihi! !!el Ihe .i ,, !>le l,hrase, 'did nOI ",~ i ;; t', or, 
ralher, Ihe l"ss li kcly 'tloel nol CÚ,I', .ud oonct!ntraled Ibdr 
all en lion 011 il, logelher ,,"ilb ill wor~ ing pMlner, 'exills' Or 
''¡id exist". Kin, Alfre.l ex iOloo, Kinll Arlhur did nOI: 
But:el'ltalul elI isu. 1' ''SaMl! doet noto 1uM. •• ""e eanrlOl .. y, 
0 1 11"" r""galh'" ror"", tlal 1"" nl~ a ... heing u!!Ctl. "or)'. 
"'ise, 10 ",~ke i,kntifi)'inS ~[eml~"'" lo Iiclional eh.tade"­
"" "'e "Innol sa)" of 1"" .ffirm.ti'·e [orm •• Ihal Ihe "1""'" 
Ire J""inl! usetl, in Ihe mann". or oroinar), factual .li$fi)tl~. 
lo "'a~e idenlif)'in¡: rc!crp.nce, 10 hor.." or meno A ~Ior)'· 
wi >le idenlif),in!> reference carries 11 prC;;UI'Po~irion 01 .ror)' . 
... 'ii<', l .' opposed 10 facluu l, esi.tel1t:e, A" iJenli[yin!> ... fer. 
erlC<!! in On" 01 Ihe langua¡;e·gamcs of factual di"""u~ 
carriet a 1""'UI'(>05,lion or factu. I, 1I oPl>OSetl, 10 ",or)" 
",ilt'!, ~i.lent:e. WM'" " 'hal follo,,"! Ihe name. as in no)' 
elIlml'l~. i •• 6eriOllS a,,,1 l ubtlanlial I¡¡¡rmalion Or ,knial 
or rlctu~1 .... i,te.lCt. "·e e~,mot col"",..,nl l)' e.:;;1 lhe name lor 
eilher 01 11'<.'$e ",les. Conit':t¡uenlly, "'e canoot ooberenlly 
C:ORitnre 'ni!I!' as funclioni"lI I're.lical;'·el)' ,~a¡i~lr 10 
'he llame laken as haúnll e;,J.e, oflhese role •• 

There are, one migll t I. Y, 1,,'0 IYI"" 01 c1ailj;ical I(Ilulion 
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here, IWO cllU1!ica l modell fOf inlerprfl.ing OUf tenlenoea. 
r or lhe temeMe, "Kin" Arlhu. lIe"er exi~led", one model 
11 provided by ,ueh , teI1lence al '1'ñere il !lO king 01 
IInlaln who e"en roughly , nswcn 10 Ihe deM.:riplionl , .. 
tocilled Wi lh lhe name 'Arlhur' in Arthurian le~nd". The 
IIetOnd modd gi,-es ul IoOmelhing like "TIIe concepl 'King 
,\.Ihur' ia nOI ;nglanlialed," (The.., Irt ,· .. ri .. lio"! un Ihe 
lIe<:Q"d model.) The fi.~1 modd relflaces 'e~i"l' ... ·;Ih a 
'lulnlifier a"d ¡I'e RIme ... ilh I complex ge"eral le.m in 
·p.edicalive posilion" . The IIealnd model oHen UI I delin;le 
li"&lIl .. le.m in ',derenlial positiun", bul one whieh tefen 
10. concepl, llOl • charader; and repl.~ 'exilll' ",ilh. o' 
ronalrllel il u. a predieale-ellprrMiun ligni f)';"& • ]froperty 
01 concepll. ,-iz. being inltlnlialed, 

Must we accept.uch modcl~ U Ihe:oe? (Ot acceptlheon fo. 
CIIf:'Y .ueh ca",,? ) 110e exerclse I wanl 10 propote ;1 Ihal of 
inqui .ing whethe. we could nOI 'i"d anolhe. mOllel whiel, 
would pre..,,,'e a preditali"e role fo. 'exi.ti· ",itho"t Clsting 
lbe .ubject-e:cpression for lhe IOmewhal IIngratefu l role of 
, in!lula. te.ml ,"'c"ing Iu a concepl. 11oi. il. pe.hlpt, I 
llilJ;hlly lfedant;e (..,holaalie) eJlel'(:ite, Bul lbe.., _ mi lo 
be lire in il. A ....,..,.,1 al1iele in lhe Pilil, Re~ia&l .... 1 

devoted 10 denying Ih.1 .ueb a Ihin,; could be done in lbese 
eliteS. In a"y cate there i. alwa,.. tomelhin,; 10 be hid ro. 
pokin,; a .Iick into a dOflml. 

I appro_eh lile que.tiun obl iquely. by .aising the topie of 
my terond clail 01 ulterances. We are lo lo.get, lor Ihe 
momenl. aboul definile .ingula. term!. I'reluPl"'!il ionl of 
uillclLOl'! a,., nol ronfined lo lloem. [ wanl, adll'lin,; freely 
Irom e, E. Moore', diSUlllion of tame ligen. to temind 
you 01 ..,...., Ihiny he IlOinted out and to point out lOme 
Olben whid. he didn·l. n.e ICnlencea 
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All 

1 I\IOSI 
;\I lny "m. 

I 
lame lige. (. ) e:rowl{l) 

,\ fe ... 
N, 
Al l .. a<1 Ofle 

ue alll'erfeclly in orde •• IJ UI ir lO'., ,""pi."" in each sentenor: 
1~ "-0,<1 '¡IJ;.o .. r (or. in rhe UIoe of ¡he Ja.!!. lhe ,,·o.d 'growll ' ) 
,,·;,h lh" "'on[ 'u;sl' (o. 'exill'·). "-e obt.in I OIrioul 
,,..u ll. Al! the ...suhinll IenlertCl':S exCf!pl 1"" Ji,u 11M _m 
pe.reell)". o' al I" .... t ,"".""nabl)". natural: lhe fin¡ two, on 
lhe OIh"r Io."d, lIQund "xtre,nel )" OIld. And Ih;! '6ul t ;5 con· 
nected "';110 ¡h" ...,.u ll (Ir .nolhe. leol in ... hieh '.11 ' . nd 
'most' &cc: rn 10 beha.-" dilferemly !rom ,he orhe. quanlif)"­
¡ng adjccli\"cI (as we mar cal! them) in (lUr li sto n,,, roJo 
IO"';ng semence. all IIeIlm ~t .. ighl·forwardl)· ntisfactur)' 
.nd natural, ,-;t.: 

Thf:'e..... ::....", } tame ¡;6en ••• 
l ~ 

TI,e ... is al leaS! O;>IH! rarne tiger 

.. -heteas die semen«s 

'fhere aro . 11 tame ligen 
lIle." .re m",! lame ,;gen 

don'l a.:nn lO make sense in Il1i. ~rie, at all. To make all)' 
..... se of Ihem. ,t 5eem5 Ihal "'lO 500uld ha"e to inlerl¡rel 
1ñere .re' ill a quile diflerent sense from Ihal .. hieh il can 
comfortably kar in lhe longer list; ,,'e ~hou]d have 10 ronll­
true 'There' a. a rul .u:monllrative .d"erb 0 1 IIlace and 
MI '1 l irnply an integral parl 01 Ihe conslruct ion 'There 
are/,,', 
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The upl.n.aeion or eheoe r.eu !<:Cm! eo he somc .. h~1 D_ 

fotto"~ SUI'pose Ihe exi&ettKe of eame eiseN 10 he ,"o",,'" 
Ihill! .. ·hidi lhe I'"-rli~ 10 • ~I"""'h i ilualion kno" OT helí",'e 
or .re I'''''p.red 10 aM!ume eo be ehe el.!e: minima1l)·. lIOme· 
Illín¡¡ .. hidi •• peaker heliev .... , and U!ume! hii auuie"""" 
eo be I>repared 10 a .. ume. Then Ihe 'luesl;OO mal' be .ai&eJ. 
10 .. hIt eXlenl anu in ... hat I>rol",rtioll lame eigen, &ay. 
&hare Ihe hahÍl$ or ordinary lÍg<'rI. Do Ihey. lor eunlple. 
growl? The ano"..,r may he Ihal eher alt do: or Ihal 8011>\! 01 
them ,lo: or th .. .1 • fe>o' 01 IMm do _ nd so on. The ""n· 
t,,!>CCI I fint ]iM.ed rouM .It ""ne a. am ... "rt 10 lhal ques· 
I;on. E"en if lhey ."" nol actu. II )· ...,,,-in¡; al I",wen 10 
sueh • qu~ion. lhey ca1l for I aimi ta r b.ck!round uf hetirf 
or INumpl ion. The,e is here • ( ... ukened ,,00 parlial) In· 
,.lId 10 lhe use or . insular e_' I"essions "'ith Ihe runcl ioll 
01 ülentif)';ng ,eferencel. We may "-' I>re!:! it b)' ilying Ihac 
Ihe "'ntences in qUe$lion ue n,~1 naturally caken al UM:rl· 
inl>. rúlh rcgord lo ¡he mcmkrs 01 a eltu, 1/'" ~xislcnCfl o{ 
",embe .. 01 "'hi(/l i, p'e"'I"""seJ. Ihal al1 . mOSI, sorne 
or • fe .. elC. 01 Ihem e,hibit • eertain eharaelerillie. Lel 
ui l lleak, for &horl, or 11 d llu Ihe UiMcn«: al ",c",be, 1)1 
,,·Aich i, pre#l<ppo~ .. 11 p'uuppoJCd dou. 1Mn lhe 
(Iulnlifring .djeeti.·.,., .s u!ed in my finl li . t or mll~, 
¡"diClIe, Ihough in oome e'_ ,·c,y roughlr irKked. how 
far lite speaker is l>rcpare<1 lo go in a..,ribing • "",tain 
eharaelrrislic 10 Ihe membe ... 01 a pre.upposed el.st. 

In the e., i.tcnlial ..,,,lcnUIl, On Ihe " Iher hand, Ihe quami· 
fying ad¡eclÍ.·"", where Ihey work al al l. work dilferentl)". 
There i. a diffe",nce between indicalillg ( rou.;hl )") ho'" biS 
• ,Iicc. 01 the "",mbe,.;,hi!, of I pre!upposed dau one i~ 
I'rrl'ared 10 alfirm 11) poueu a certain diarac:teriotic .ud 
iOOiClling (rouShly) ho ... bi! one is preparcd 10 .mrm lhe 
"",mberllhip or a nOIl·preiUp~ das! 10 be. And in lhi. 
difference li .... lhe "".""" .. hr lome or lhe '1uanlilring . 0.1 . 
iec1i .·..,. un be u.e<l lor bolh ¡oba antl Klme onl)" ror orle. 

Tloe dilfc""nce mighl lle illum.le.! g,aphicIllr. ( 1) Re­
presem a !'Iflup.,....,d c1 a!ll by an alrcad)" dra ... n circle¡ 



·nd Ihen ~I'~n1 lhe .~.;b;nl of • prope.ly lO IIOme p • • 1 
of ;1j mcmbe ... h;!' by lhe r;had;ns of fO...., I'~rt of ;t, a~a. 
\Ve may !UI'I"'*' lhe ;nM.uC1ion! fo. ,Iris U'C 01 d'e 'Iu.nl;· 
fr;"!! adjecti"eI lO go "",,,,,,,,h~ 1 .~ follo"-'. (TI", \8g"~ 
01 WIn" of Iloe ;"~l ructio". rrprOl!"""" lhe "ugucnes& 01 
Ihc .,-or4h.) 

Fu. 'n,,' 
'al J~ •• I 0Ioe' ­

'. f" ,,' 

'""me' 
·m.ny· 
'mos!" 
·,.n· 

lea"e Ihe cir<:le u",ha,!c,! 
dra ... o"e 11'0<1 ./roh 
_ a re.,- ,hO'4 ,Iroka in • ~mal! 

m, 
.4.de a •• Ihe. Jarge. ,.r~. 

• l iu:abJe are. 
more Ihan ha ll lhe 101.1 3 .... 
Ihe ",hoJe area. 

(2) Fu. Ihe CX i~ IC"li al e.s.., On Ihe othe. ha"". Ihere i, no 
cirdc aIread)" ,Ir . ... ". 1",lead .,-e nre lo dra ... one (o, 10 
refrai" from <lra ... i"g 01le! ) \Ve fin" ,,'e un i .. ue (u~ uall)" 
"a~e) ;1t!lructiuns lor ""me of Iloe qu.nlif)·ing adject ;" "1 
in ,Ir,', U~: hui 001 lo. OIbe .... Tlou$ We rould M)': 

ro. 'no' 
'al ]eall une' -
'a lew' 

rerrai" Irom <l r.wing • eirde 
d.a .... i Im. U • cin:le as )'00 Un 

a d.de a fe ... limt:'l 1m, are' of 
Ihe sm.lIesl )"ou can 
a lumewhal ]arge. elrde 
R quile !;,.e.bJe drde. 

!luI Im"e ;, "'" way .1 .11 uf ronlin,,'"!'; I],i. ""r;eI ... h;,,1o 
wool<l I!i;.'e u ! • rel'.esenlal;on of 'mQ!;t" I nd '.11'. For d",m 
We mU11 ... u. "'here'5 fo. lhe oIhe ... "'e ,Iorú ~m 10 nee<l. 
." airead)" dra ..... d.de. 

Th" melhod of ¡¡raphie reprl!"$enl.l;on ha •. of rouroe, n" 
~n;"ular importan"e in ;tsell. It i$ unly Olle mClhod of 
bring;ng oul (",en pe.ha]l! lliglnly .,nggeraling) lhe dif· 
fe.enc.: h"I"'~..,n Ihe 1"'0 jobl "'hieh 110" quanlifY;"1; adjec· 
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ti,'e5 pedorm in Ihe 1"'0 1)'¡leS of CaSC. SO lhal wc can .ce 
dcarly that. and wh)", al! 01 Ihum cnn IJerform onc ol these 
jobo "'hil" onl)" SOme of Ihem eao I>crform the other. Bul 
""cing Ih is helpe us lo 'ICe w mellling more. h helJ!! us lo 
se.. ho'" Ihe o,ldilY Or non-o<ldil)" 01 Ihe SCllleuccs cmboJy· 
ing Ihe quanlir)"ing adject;,·es is OO''''e<: led with Ihe dOClr;· 
ne Ihat uiSlence ia not a ],retlicale: or, more exactly. wilh 
Ihe dOClrine (1) Ihal Ihe '·crb·form 'cxi",' (or 'exis!'). 
",hile i¡ ea"nol lJe denie,1 10 lJe a predieate in ¡he """se of 
grammar. nc"er lhelC$' ;$ not, (>r does nOI signily. a I,rct!i . 
cate in a logical Or lunctioMI reose of ¡he word, nnd (2 ) 
Ihat ¡he ~r~mmalic~1 subjecls 01 this "erh ~re nol Irue 1(>. 
giea l suhjecu. Moore ne"er reall)" slaled ,<'ha/ ¡he C<l nnec­
lion helwecn Ihe cxamllle·scnleuces aud Ihi~ doctrine "'as. 
But ir Ihe e!senCf,: 01 predi c~lio" i. ¡he a.scr ihins 01 ro meo 
¡hing 10 an ;,uli,';'lu"l. or 10 sorne, nOM Or aH of a da.". 
",here Ihe c~i"en ce of Ihe ¡,,¡Ii"idual or of mcmbens of ¡he 
rlau is presupposed (or hu heen anlerrden/ly affirme<! o, 
implie<!), ¡hen we can $Ce lhe conneclion. The doctrine 
~m. lo follow al once ami ¡he ex.ml'le.;;eulences "" .... ·c 
simply lo ca,l, We mighl sa yo Moore liShl upon il. reom 
Ihem, and our explnnalion of Ihem losether, we can exlrael 
a lesl, underslanding ir. ralionalc, The !esl will go [ik~ IlIi$. 
Gi"cn a grammalical .ubject and prcdicale, Ihen it i$ a "e· 
ee •• ary C<lndition 01 Iheir C<lunting as a ¡og¡cal .ubjecl and 
predicale re.[""'!i,·el)" Ihal if the grammalical $ubje<:t admils 
of Slarlin@: off .".illt an)' o{ Ihe quantilying adjectil'es, Ihen 
il .hould adm;1 01 5larl;ng off with thc'" aH (.".ilh, ",here 
nece55ary, i, e .... here 'al [easl one' i. ;"'·oll"e<l. a cbanSe 
f,om ~ ingular lo plural or "~ ice "cnsa,) 

So {ar ",e hal-e a neal and 1idy Iheory, Lel U5 /;ce if wc 
can ujlsel ;1. Con.ide, the 10110",ing example. [ enler a room 
i" ",hiclt a discUSl; iol1 i. going on. J he"r ... hul sound like 
ordinary personal names being freely used and persono 
prct!ical'" used ;n C<ln"exion ... ith Ihem. I quiekly come lo 
the C<lndu~ion Ihal the discuss ion io p,imaril)' aboul fie­
lional charaeleJ"S. 1 hesr Ihe name. Anna and I'ien'c and 



EnHna and Juli en Sore! antl recognile Ihe characleri.lics 
"ntl incidcll1;; allude.J lo a. helnnging lo Ihe sPI,ro"r;ate 
. torie •. AI!SO, Ihe "lH!ake ... O<"ca.ion811)" refer 10 them..,h·es. 
Oue '~)'S .he ,,"ould,,'t ha\"e IIone ... hat Anna tlid ill hcr 
. ;Iualioll, Ihough her hu , hand ",ould h~"e tlone ",hat (5&)") 
I'ierre <lid in hi • . HO"'''''er, a lot of othcr namcs occur ... hieh 
1 can'l, a& ;t &'Cm. lo nle. place in the,r appropriate stori.,.. 
1 01.10)" '. Anna is heing eoml'au.1 ... ith an Ann, and Tol . · 
1<,)"sl'i .. rre wilh o Petcr. whom [ ca,,'1 idcntif)". At Ihí. poinl 
1 inle"'cnc and .ay : ,.[ kilO'" who Anna and l'icrre, Emma 
and Julicn are, hUI ... hat .lOrie. do Ihe"" othe. characlen 
come in?" And 10 tI,i . 1 recei,'c Ihe une~llCCled repl)" : ' 'The)' 
don'l come in an)' Slorieo. MOJI of Ihe IJeo!,le (charaelers) 
wc're lalking about oeluall)" ~xi., ."· 

Another examl'le. A child aska to look al a book, oelual· 
1)" the Cl.osieal Dietio"ary . • nd [ hand it to him, SIIyinll : 
"A good l>r0l>onion of the eharaelers Ii sled are mylhical. 
of oouru; but moSI uf Ihcm cxiMM." (Or conversely.) 

'\"\'hat are "'e lo .a)" 3bom Ihe propo!ietl test in the lighl 
of these examp!es? Are We to SIIy Ihat Ihe examples simply 
.Ilo'" Ihat Ihe proposed test g;<"I:1I onl)" a nece .. ary, snd "01 
a . ,,¡¡ieienl, condition of uur haoing genuine subjetU and 
l"cd icatCl5? We mighl; bul wh)" .hould "'e? Why .hould,,'1 
"'e sa~' Ihal what Ihe e.x.mple. ,lo i~ si mply lo .Ira ... anen· 
lion 10 certn;n ca!e! in whicl! Ihe "erb is used as a predi· 
cale? Somehod)' might objeel: '1'his won'l do al a1l. The 
aPIJea! 01 Ihe 1.,,1 by in the fael lhal il made a arlain sorl 
of sen"". Thc ¡",inl uf il ,,"a. that where the quantif)"ing ad· 
j~ri\"e.. 'mos!" antl 'all' could be comforubl)" emplo)"ed, 
Ihc)' wel"<) t)"]!ically enlployed in a ce. lain way, i.e. i" R " 'ay, 
"'hich presllppo;;ed lhe e"islence of rneml.oers of rhe suLject· 
cJa ... The ... hole I>oim wa5. wasn 'l it, Ihal you had o ge. 
nuine . ubjcet snd predicale ju>! in Ihe casc ",herc existe,,"'" 
,,"as presupposed. But no case "'here uistence is ""plieit ly 
aJ""led i. a casc ... here ex iSlenee i. l"esupposM. Ve! )'our 
examl'le..,a;;c, are cases where e.~ij¡lence '5 explicitly assert· 
W . So )"ou can't . imp!)" admil a pre<licali"e use uf '",,; st' 



in Ihese ca6t'$ ",ilhol1l implicill)" givm¡; "1' Ihe Tlllionale of 
Ihe lesl." 

The repl)" 10 Ihi. objcclion is Ihal il i. confuw:l. \Ve can 
slill retain Ihe princil>le Ihal ",here Ihe qunnlil)"ing adjce. 
li'·es are ured in Ihe wa)" in ",hieh ·mO,I'. unlike 'some', i. 
al",a)"5 lIsed. Ihe !ubject-els." is a preslll>posed du,. Onl)" 
we hn,·e lo )><." ,¡e 10 con,ider ,,-hal Ihi$ eIa"" is. In the 
example under conaideralion it i. the ela .. 01 d"'rGcler. 
bci~g lolkcd 000 .. 1. And the pec .. liaril)" of such a d a .. i. 
thal it may 1>0,. nud in Ihe case unde. con~ideralion aetually 
is, radically hcterogene<lus; eyen. il yon ",ill permi!!he ex· 
l're5.'lion. onlologically or mctapll)".icall)" hetcro¡:ene<lus. In 
u;¡ing 'exis!' he.e we reaH)" are saying Ihat most of Ihe 
member. of Ih i. helerogene<lu. das>! belong lo one 01 il • 
• ubelu~ as oppo!!/)d 10 a"Olher. \Vh)" . !touldn·t "-e . 3)·. 
Ihen. thal 'exi,t,' reall)" doe. ",ork a. a pre,licate here; .nd 
lhal SO also "·o .. ld . in .ueh a conlexl. ·¡icliona]', 'Icgenda· 
r)"'. 'm)·thical'. ·imaginar)·', 'madc-up' un the une hnnd -
and 'rea!' o. 'hi.turica!' on the othcr? 

No"· if ",e can work thi. trick lur SOme ..,,,tence. "-ho",, 
. ubjcel. ad mÍl quanlif)"iug ndjedi,·e!. can we aho "o.k il 
for senlenre8 ,,-hose 'ubjeel. are dcfinite 8ingular lerm,? J 
think perhap. ",e ""melim",, can. '\Ve ean't ",o,k it in quite 
the 5ame ",ar. of course. making our poinl vio the quanti. 
fying adjce!i,·e.. But we c~n wor~ i! "n the lame underl)·. 
ing principie. King AHrcd did e., iS!. King A,lour di,1 "ot. 
\Ve ha,·e 0111)" 10 6Ce loe nameS .. se,,·ing!o idenlify. within 
Ihe helcr<JgencOlu el ... of kingl)" eharae!ers we lalk nhullI 
- a daSll whieh eompri~ bolh actual aud I"genda,)" ki"gs­
a parlie .. la, ",e",ber of that clas. in eaeh case; aS<! then 
:lee the l'",dica!e a. ,;e,ving to as5ign Ihat partit .. lar memo 
be. 10 the apptop,iale . ubela ••. Thu. 'exist.' appears u a 
pred icate and' nOI as a I,.-edieal" 01 a canwp!; hUI as ~ pre· 
dieate of some. and not of others. members 01 thc hetero· 
gene<lu, ebss. "I'I'hal. 011 thi. mOlle!' we .hal1 ha'·e lo regard 
as presuppu..,,j b)" the use 01 the name in eaeh ca!!/) i! not 
the existen"" in histo,)" 01 an IIctual king "'ilh "",tain actual 



characleri~I;~. or Ihe exi sle,,~.., in legend 01 a le¡:ell<hr)' 
king "';110 certain legendary charaCler;; licA. bul <othe .. II, c 
e~istence.in.h;'lor)'-or.lcgend of MI actual-or.legcmbr)' kin¡; 
... ;110 certaín actua[-or.lcgendnry charactcr;slic5. 

BUI nO"" .... e ",ighl aok. ha\'e ""e !l1l),lhing oth~r thall a 
case of theor)' elaoorat;lIg it >eH in Ihe \,o;d , oul of loueh 
... ilh Ihe fa~1s? l. IIlere nll )' t"euon for ,ay;ng, in any actual 
case of Ihe u,e of Jefinile ;;ingular ICI'ms ,..;1), 'cx; ,lS' or 
'doesn't ex;sl' . th~1 Ihi5 ",odel ;; 111'1'1;". Ihe r;ght ,..ay of 
looking al ,..hal ;0 •• ;d. as ul'p,,,ed to one oí Ihc olher mo· 
dels 1 mc"t;ol1cd? \Vell. al Icasl o\le ",iglll be II10re ;"cI ;ned 
10 ",,)' Ih;. il1 WIlle ca,e. th." ;" olhe ... , casc •• for ;",Iance, 
",hue thc singular lern, co",es Ul' in con leXI . like I),o,e pro. 
~;ded hy "' )' IWO exall1I,le •. Oro ;11 Ihe case uf a chi ld. h; . 
head filled ",ith nallle. and .Ior;c •• "ho .sb: Did KillJ! 
Alfred exi.l? Oi(1 Kili); Arthur? Did J""us? DOC!! Cod? we 
mighllhink bolh 01 his '1"estio,," .uJ (i l wc are s)"nl"'lhc. 
tic) 01 our 8115"'C'" in thi. wal'. No douhl Ihcre are occa· 
sio,,! e!lough whcn Ihe mOllel d"".,,1 fil al aH. BUI we nlÍghl 
.lso con. iderer ,.-hether we are ohliged lo op/lOse Ihe ",odcl$ 
(Iheoretieal accounl. ) 10 ea~h olher i" e,"ery cale . Mu.1 we 
lUppose Ihal al lea,1 an,! nI ",o.1 one ",odel ",;11 lil caeh 
ca..,? I a", indined lO lhink thnl ,..e lake our ",odcl~ 100 
seriou.!)', j{ "'e suppore Ihi ;;. al,,1 ha,"c loo littl~ regard for 
Ihe plea"""l fluiditj"" of Ihinkin¡:. 

" 



En cole ."iculo .. di",,, ... en ",loe;o" a "'" da .... ,l • ....,. d. or.< 
.¡"" .... la t!octrina de 'IU" 13 .~i'l.nci . no ... un p,"di c~dQ. 

I',i"",ro .. con,idem" ol1l.ion .. qu< ""nli"",," no",b~ ';"8 "1 •. 
reo. d. penonajes de fiedón " mi,i.". ,01 como ",,","'rn cu"ndo lO 
norra un .... nlo., un milO. En o".nlo a l., orae;o"'" q""" ",Iierto 
• indj,·¡,lu .. loi'ló,i«>s iden,i/ieándol"" delini,I,,,,,,,,, •. .., .,umiri 
que l. exi!!enei. de 1 .. ¡"di,'id,..,. ref.rid .. .., preo"pone en lug.r 
Je eotar afirmad. implíeit .mente. 

E. .laro que ..... ,,00 1 .. Hombreo d. peno"oj .. ,It ¡¡""ión " mili · 
co!! .. ""'" pa" na" .. un c~nlo " un mil<>. no .. ,die,en • in­
di"id""" 1o¡"ó r;,;OII • 1 .. qut iJ.mili •• " rorr.ru.mente. Pe,o 1"" pr.· 
dicado. q .... a<:omp.oi •• n • eooo ""mI,,,,, p".don oo , d,,1 nol.mo ,i po 
de 1 .. q"" .. O"""cnl m" ..... "",,. i.d .. ".rJoderos " r.1 .... que .. 
",Iie"," • homh..,. ",ab. La. or.cío",," que conlienen nombreo 
d. ""roo,,"j .. de !iceion o mili"", .n una época oc: anoliza"'n "'mi> 
informaciones "."Iadera. o lal "., de lo que oc: .ncu.ntra .n d. ter· 
minad"" libl'Oll. Aparle del 10..,100 de que "'e " . "Ii,i. no oc: apliea • 
la. oracio",," on que 10'1 80mb ... apa,..,...,n por pri ....... "" . el pro­
gramo no .. ",a1i,ta. Tompo<:<> lo .. la ,· ... ion '1 "" lo, ron.ide .. . 
tod .. 101 .... en ,,,on ,le que implícitament. afirmo" e.i"oncia. ~o 
.. nal i.,a porque 1"" ""'" de 1" o ... oion,.. oo. di f ... ", ... oq...,nO'l 
en 1"" ,ue .. enuncia n h..,h.,. .mpiriCO!. Lo que ocurre" '1"" la. 
¡ormas ingoí"i •• , d • ...,. ....,. ""án lomada. de aqud la. on la, que 
.. . nunci.n hechoo r 1 .. funcion .. d. ';"105 OSI"n, por .,i deci rlo. 
reprodu<Ída, en loo ....,. en loo que .. narra un e,",ntO; por .jem. 
plo. oJ ", r.,i ... idenlilkando, .unq'"', daro .. t';. l. rde",,,,,; .... 
pe.-aj .. dd cuenlO; lao preoul""'iclo""" ex¡.,encial .... ,on gol>c., 
n.d ... por la rubrica implíci" -"en 01 .""nlo". ~o del>cn, pu ... 
ronhln,li..., loo U!lOO. )' no ha)' .. ,on par. negar '1"" loo ...". dollrn· 
guaje en 1", que .. narta U" .ue"to no t.ngan ! U lorm. propi o de 
rof. ri ... idrnlifiCII .do. 

Sin omb .. rgo. ,1 decir 'Don Quijote .. Un p'''''''''''je de ficeion', no 
\U4moo 'Oon Quijot.' romo en m", {;coi,;" p" ... b irnoo. Un pero 
"m"je de riceion : el '1 '" Don Quijole .... un personaje en uno hi .· 
tori o nO .. pa .. e de l. h"lo, i. d. Don Quijote. f.o" .. un .jemplo 
d. n. ronjun'o de c'_ que no po"""'" pode. 1 ... 1 . ... en l. forml 
>,,¡¡ .. ido. De "". ronjunlo. 101 logi"", h.n lomldo l •• ¡, .... '"" 
.xi. tió·, 'no ex;,'. ). 'e.i.Ie', 'ur.l;6': el Rey Alfredo • • i .. i';, el Re, 
Arl uro nO exi .. iñ, !loe.;!.lo exi .... P.guo no exi"e, A. i Como de 1 .. 



lor"''' II<S'*" no pu .. de ""'i,"" que 1.,. nomhreo ... in .... rl.,. eOmO 
~"""" lit:d';,. ~ra ,.d.,i"" • penonajro do li«ión. d< lo, .Iirmo· 
li,'" lampoco putd< d""i .... q ... 1"" "omh ... nl'n ... ...,. ro""" 
cuando".. rdi,.",n • homb..,. ., • ~.bon ..... En una li""i';n. l. ",l. · 
rmei. p .... "f"me e~i ... "d. li01i~ia; en un di..,u"" 1';<1;"" la ",I.",n. 
o;" l'~uflO". «;".noio 1'<1i"o. Cuondo lo que oiS'" . 1 nomb",. 
oorno .. n 1.,. rj .. mpl ...... una afirmación" "'S'c;ón <k rxi'''"oi. 
li<1ica .• 1 nomlo", no .., ojuol • • ni"su", ,l. l •• d.,. f"ocio" ... L ... · 
go: r<iwml1l<"me a una d. ~_ dos luno;"" •• dr/ ",,",br~. no po. 
demoo inIO,,'I"<1" ''';'10' ro,,", un predico do. 

EJ.i"e" doo mo.ltl". di,i""" ~r. inle,!'rol.r ..... ., .. .,ionrs. El 
mod<lo ro ra 'E.! Ro)' Arturo "uno ... iOli6 ""hi dado por una or.· 
ción "'''"' "Xo Hi"e ningún n ey "" Br<laña q .... iquiera '·aga. 
",..,te ...,.,..,nd •• la. d...,.ipeion .... oci.d •• """ el nomh", 'Arturo' 
.., l. lerond •• "ud.no". El ..,gundo modelo .. ui d.do flOr: "E.! 
<»n«:p!0 'Rey Arturo' no"''' tjemplilicado". ¿D" .. moo OC<'plO'¡",,? 
A COIllinuación .., !rOlar" de ,'0' , i pOO.""", 'ncontrar olro motI.lo 
que p", •• ",·t ,1 1"'pc1¡'udicali,"o de 'Hi,,' ,in q"t . 1 ""j<lo'" """. 
';0>10 en un término , ingular q'" ..... lie .. . un "'''''''¡>lo. La, 
...... ion ... 

Tod .. 1.,. 
La mo)"orio de 1"" 
Much"" 
Algu",," 
Un"" cuanto<! 
Ningú n 
Cu.odo """O<! U" 

t ligte(o) ma".., (o) s.uñt¡n) 

J 
IOn "'''rocla!. 1' .. 0 .i .. ""'mpl .... exi".( n) por glui>t(nl..1 ..,. 
'uflodo .. cud_. Toda •. ,./,'" iD, do. plim ~,.,., . por"""" corrl':<1 .. _ 
Lo cu.l .. ti , eloci"nodo oon olro prueba: 

(No) tij~I"\ 
{ 

roo<> • 
• lgunos 
u~.<u.nl ... 
'U"go" 

po,'=n nalur.I .... Mi.n' ... , q"" 

} .. ,.,.) ro ... ' " 

tii!!,," todos 1 ... lig .... roan"" 
E.:i'ten la mayoría d< tigreo ma..-

<lO "~nCft .. nlido. 1 ... .-plica";"" 1'""""" "r la .iguicnte: 1 .. oraoio. 



n .. de J. prime .. liotl" lO .... " como afi ....... ooo, """ .... p"c1o .. ",. 
~N>I d. """ d.oK, la ~nd4 de ""70$ mirn>b ... , ~ P"'oq» 
M, que todot. l. moYOril, algunoe, $:., d. di, .. •• hib.n HU cierta 
eancterístiea. U ... ~J ......... j.nt ... un. &:.... P"""f''''''''''. Loo 
adjetivoo ..... nti/icadorn indi",,", entonen, hul<l dOnde .. ""'¡ di .. 
¡ ..... Io I U.gor en l •• <Ioen!"';ó" de cieno ••• "'01 .. í. 11 .... . loo mi.m_ 
h ..... de unl d..., prnup_a. En 1 .. OTlcion .... ¡>lenei.l .. loo 
adj .. iv"," funcionu en forma dil.",.t.: hay uno dil.,..nei. enlr. 
indicar cuál .. l. parte de los "'i.mb ..... d. unId ... prnup_. 
q"" .. <O!.i diopu ....... /inn .. que poo«n unl ciena ca ",.t.riotica 
• indi .. , cuíJ .. la OIntid.d de m1.mb ..... q"" .. al. di.pu .. !o • 
.firmar que tí=- unI d ... no-p .... u!"""" •. A continuacio" dicha 
dife=ci ... ilu>lr. 5,álica"'.nle. lo . ... 1 hoce ,'", cómo la no", ... 
" no·rorua de Lu or.do .... oon I dje1j" OI cUlnlificadorn wí .,.,. 
".., ... d. con 11 doctrino (1) d. q"" l. forma verbal ' .. ¡ote' (o ' .. i .. 
ten')' l un ..... ndo .. un predieado g,amalieol. no lo ... ~n un .. olido 
lópco y (2) de q"" loo oujotos !S""malic.l .. de .. te . -... bo 11<1 oon 
.... ,,¡.do:,..,. ..,jeloo lópeoo. O. lo cu&l el "",ible extrl " d .i!"i~nte 
.,ilerio: d.doo un ..,jeto y un I'~ic.do gramalic.l.., par. q ... 
.... n .ujoto y p~ieodoo I6gico1 ... condición n ........ ri. ¡"" ti el 
oujeto gr"","tical . dmil •• 1IfJÚ¡~", de loo .djeti_ coanli ieodol'H. 
en"", ... debe .dmitirlos todoo. 

Se examinlJl luego alguno. conlraejemploo. Uno do: 01100 ..... 1 li· 
~uiente: I lguien en'" en un cuarto en ,1 q"" .. dillCute. Oye metI· 

cion • • di.enos nombra y predk. doo ~llCionldoo con ellos: . lgunoo 
..... de J>Cl'I'DI'lj .. d. ficción y los r=onooe como tal .... ot ..... en 
eambio, no loo idenlina. Al pregun ••• dónde "I"' __ n. r..,ibe la ..,.. 
pu"'''' l iguiente: 'No .pa....,.n en ninguno parte. La. "''"Yo,;'' de l. 
geDle do: l. que h. blamos .""'¡,., en I1 r .. lidad'. En cote ejemplo 
l. el .... 1' ..... 1'_ .... l. de la ~. a"." .... tÚ:'" c....t MI 1urbJa: 
y una 01 .......... j •• te .. ""toIóp •• .".,nto heterogéne •. Al u .. , 'exi .. 
ttn', eota""," diciendo que II .... yoril de loo miembroo de cota d ... 
het. rog.;ne. pertenettrl • unl de ' u •• ubcl.un. ¿Por qué no deci r. 
que 'aiole' el aqui un .utenlico p~¡eodo y que tlmbién lo .. rla 
en un oontexto de fi",ión, Ic~dario, mítico, i""'ginorio, invc:n",do. 
po' un lado, y u UJlO rcol, hiolórico, po, 01'0 I. do? 

Se intenta. ¡"'so. Iplica r lo Inlerior • oraei"" ... cuyoo . ujetoo oon 
timinoo .in.cul .... definido.: d Rey Alfredo ""iolió, 01 Roy Arturo 
nO ""iolió. En aIOO UOOO h.y que. ver • 100 nomb .... <omo 
identificando, dentro do: 1. el ... heterogéne. de loo """'"J'C&O .ce,· 
c. de 100 ..... Ieo h.ablamoo -d_ que indu)'<O • loo rey ... Icgeo. 
d.ri ... y • loo ""imnleo-, un miembco particular en tod. cuo: 
y I I prcdieado como oimendo pota aoigu .. l .. ... nombre la sub· 
el_ apro¡>j.da. Aoi, '""illle' .po....,. COmo prcdi.odo y no como un 

" 



¡tedio.do d" un con""plO, pe .... tomo.1 predicodo d •• 1~unOll miem· 
'oo de l. d..., "elC:rop;n •• y 1>0 de otroo. ~gún HI. modolo, Jo 

que d.bo , .. ~ oomo preoupuesto por el u ... ,dd nombre no. "! l ••• i .. 
,.!>CíO hi!lón •• de un ,-.,,<ladero ny <:On Cle rtal ... &olenohe .. " l • 
•• ¡ .. enci. en 10 leyenda do un <eJ' leS"ndo rio ron .iorl .. cna.le· 
,i"ka. leg<ndori ... tino l ••• iOknd • ..,n.J • . hi"ori.~n. I • . I.y.nd. 
de un rey \"Oro.de .... " leg,ndorio 00" denos car.cterístico • ....,. d.· 
M",o-o,ltgend. ríu. 

Poro ¿hoy olgun. TU';" I"'ro decir que, frente a 1011 01'00, eo!. 
moddo .. _jo.? En olgun"" ea_ 101 <t, .... un cuando !in dudo 
hoy I;'u""ion .. en que el m<><I<lo ..... le apli.o . Pero 'ombi"" dd>e-
""'" conoid.r •• si en •• d. eL,,, .... mOll obligod"" • opone. 1011 ...... 
deloo enlro oí. Quil. 101 10momOll «>10 c!tmu¡ad • ..,riedad y no l. 
p ...... ""'" mucha atención • l. agradable fluid ... dol pe ..... 

" 
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